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394.76 Financing of district programs and services.--If the local match funding level is not
provided in the General Appropriations Act or the substantive bill implementing the General
Appropriations Act, such funding level shall be provided as follows:

(1) The district administrator shall ensure that, to the extent possible within available resources, a
continuum of integrated and comprehensive services will be available within the district.

(2) If in any fiscal year the approved state appropriation is insufficient to finance the programs
and services specified by this part, the department shall have the authority to determine the
amount of state funds available to each service district for such purposes in accordance with the
~ priorities in both the state and district plans. The district administrator shall consult with the
planning council to ensure that the summary operating budget conforms to the approved plan.

(3) The state share of financial participation shall be determined by the following formula:

(a) The state share of approved program costs shall be a percentage of the net balance
determined by deducting from the total operating cost of services and programs, as specified in s.
394.675(1), those expenditures which are ineligible for state participation as provided in subsection
{7) and those ineligible expenditures established by rule of the department pursuant to s. 394,78,

(b} Residential and case management services which are funded as part of a deinstitutionalization
project shall not require local matching funds and-shall not be used as local matching funds. The
state and federal financial participation portions of Medicaid earnings pursuant to Title XIX of the
Social Security Act, except for the amount of general revenue equal to the amount appropriated in
1985-1986 plus all other general revenue that is shifted from any other alcohol, drug abuse, and
mental heaith appropriation category after fiscal year 1986-1987 or substance abuse and mental
health appropriation category after fiscal year 2000-2001, shall not require local matching funds
and shall not be used as local matching funds. Local matching funds are not required for general
revenue transferred by the department into substance abuse and mental health appropriations
categories during a fiscal year to match federal funds earned from Medicaid services provided for
mental health clients in excess of the amounts initially appropriated. Funds for children's services
which were provided through the Children, Youth, and Families Services budget which did not
require local match prior to being transferred to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
budget shall be exempt from local matching requirements. All other contracted community alcohol
and mental health services and programs, except as identified in s. 394.457(3), shall require local
participation on.a 75-to-25 state-to-local ratio.

(c) The expenditure of 100 percent of all third-party payments and fees shall be considered as
eligible for state financial participation if such expenditures are in accordance with subsection {7)
and the approved district plan.

(d) Fees generated by residential and case management services which are funded as part of a

deinstitutionalization program and do not require local matching funds shall be used to support
~program costs approved in the district plan,

(e) Any earnings pursuant to Title XIX of the Social Security Act in excess of the amount
appropriated shall be used to support program costs approved in the district plan. 47
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(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (3), the department is authorized to develgﬁﬁnd.-‘iz—-—pf—— S—
demonstrate alternative financing systems for substance abuse and mental health services.

Proposals for demonstration projects conducted pursuant to this subsection shall be reviewed by

the substantive and appropriations committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives

prior to implementation of the projects.

{5) The department is authorized to make investigations and to require audits of expenditures.
The department may authorize the use of private certified public accountants for such audits.
Audits shall follow department guidelines.

{6) Claims for state payment shall be made in such form and in such manner as the department
determines.

(7) The expenditures which are subject to state payment include expenditures that are approved
in the district plan for: salaries of personnel; approved facilities and services provided through
contract; operation, maintenance, and service cost; depreciation of facilities; and such other
expenditures as may be approved by the district administrator. Such expenditures do not include
expenditures for compensation to members of a community agency board, except the actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official duties, or expenditures for a purpose for
which state payment is claimed under any other provision of law.

(8) Expenditures for capital improvements relating to construction of, addition to, purchase of, or
renovation of a community substance abuse or mental health facility may be made by the state,
provided such expenditures or capital improvements are part and parcel of an approved district
plan. Nothing shall prohibit the use of such expenditures for the construction of, addition to,
renovation of, or purchase of facilities owned by a county, city, or other governmental agency of
the state or a nonprofit entity. Such expenditures are subject to the provisions of subsection (6).

(9)(a) State funds for community alcohol and mental health services shall be matched by local
matching funds as provided in paragraph (3)(b). The governing bedies within a district or subdistrict
shall be required to participate in the funding of alcohol and mental health services under the
jurisdiction of such governing bodies. The amount of the participation shall be at least that amount
which, when added to other available local matching funds, is necessary to match state funds.

(b) The provisions of paragraph {(a) to the contrary notwithstanding, no additional matching funds
may be required solely due to the addition in the General Appropriations Act of Substance Abuse

and Mental Health Block Grant Funds for local community mental health centers and alcohol
project grants,

(10) A local governing body is authorized to appropriate moneys, in iump sum or otherwise, from
its public funds for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this part. In addition to the
payment of claims upon submission of proper vouchers, such moneys may also, at the option of the
governing body, be disbursed in the form of a lump-sum or advance payment for services for
expenditure, in turn, by the recipient of the disbursement without prior audit by the auditor of the
governing body. Such funds shall be expended only for substance abuse or mental health purposes
as provided in the approved district plan. Each governing body appropriating and disbursing moneys
pursuant to this subsection shall require the expenditure of such moneys by the recipient of the
disbursement to be audited annually either in conjunction with an audit of other expenditures or
by a separate audit. Such annual audits shall be furnished to the governing bodies of each
participating county and municipality for their examination.

{11) No additional local matching funds shall be required solely due to the addition in the General
Appropriations Act of substance abuse and mental health block grant funds for local community
mental health centers, drug abuse programs, and alcohol project grants.

History.--s. 12, ch, 70-109; s. 1, ch. 70-439; s. 111, ch. 71-355; ss. %, 2, ch. 72-386; s. 1, ch. 74- 47
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291; s. 11, ch. 76-221; s. 33, ch. 77-312; ss. 3, 5, ch. 77-372; 5. 5, ch. 82-223; 5. 18, ch. lﬁgflﬁfg# :
1, ch, 87-244; s. 26, ch. 87-247; s. 19, ch. 88-398; s. 27, ch. 88-557; 5. 13, ch. 2000-349,"2E“ 0

2
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Disclaimer: The information on this system is unverified. The journals or printed bitls of the respective chambers should be
consulted for officlal purposes. Copyright © 2000-2004 State of Florida.
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394,457 Operation and administration.--

(1) ADMINISTRATION.--The Department of Children and Family Services is designated the "Mental
Health Authority” of Florida. The department and the Agency for Health Care Administration shall
exercise executive and administrative supervision over all mental health facilities, programs, and
services.

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.--The department is responsible for:

(a) The planning, evaluation, and implementation of a complete and comprehensive statewide
program of mental health, including community services, receiving and treatment facilities, child
services, research, and training as authorized and approved by the Legislature, based on the annual
program budget of the department. The department is also responsible for the coordination of
efforts with other departments and divisions of the state government, county and municipal
governments, and private agencies concerned with and providing mental health services. It is
responsible for establishing standards, providing technical assistance, and exercising supervision of
mental health programs of, and the treatment of patients at, community facilities, other facilities
for persons who have a mental illness, and any agency or facility providing services to patients
pursuant to this part.

(b) The publication and distribution of an information handbook to facilitate understanding of this
part, the policies and procedures involved in the implementation of this part, and the
responsibilities of the various providers of services under this part. It shall stimulate research by
public and private agencies, institutions of higher learning, and hospitals in the interest of the
elimination and amelioration of mental illness.

(3) POWER TO CONTRACT.--The department may contract to provide, and be provided with,
services and facilities in order to carry out its responsibilities under this part with the following
agencies: public and private hospitals; receiving and treatment facilities; clinics; laboratories;
departments, divisions, and other units of state government; the state colleges and universities;
the community colleges; private colleges and universities; counties, municipalities, and any other
governmental unit, including facilities of the United States Government; and any other public or
private entity which provides or needs facilities or services. Baker Act funds for community
inpatient, crisis stabilization, short-term residential treatment, and screening services must be
allocated to each county pursuant to the department’s funding allocation methodology.
Notwithstanding the provisions of 5. 287.057(5){f), contracts for community-based Baker Act
services for inpatient, crisis stabilization, short-term residential treatment, and screening provided
under this part, other than those with other units of government, to be provided for the
department must be awarded using competitive sealed bids when the county commission of the
county receiving the services makes a request to the department's district office by January 15 of
the contracting year. The district shall not enter into a competitively bid contract under this
provision if such action will result in increases of state or local expenditures for Baker Act services
within the district. Contracts for these Baker Act services using competitive sealed bids will be
effective for 3 years. Services contracted for by the department may be reimbursed by the state at
a rate up to 100 percent. The department shall adopt rules establishing minimum standards for
such contracted services and facilities and shall make periodic audits and inspections to assure that
the contracted services are provided and meet the standards of the department. ! a7
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(4) APPLICATION FOR AND ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS AND GRANTS.--The department may ap@rg?spmem 2
and accept any funds, grants, gifts, or services made available to it by any agency or depa gﬁent—s ot 5 _
of the Federal Government or any other public or private agency or individual in aid of mental

health programs. All such moneys shall be deposited in the State Treasury and shall be disbursed as

pravided by law.

(5) RULES.--

(a) The department shall adopt rules establishing forms and procedures relating to the rights and
privileges of patients seeking mental health treatment from facilities under this part.

{b) The department shall adopt rules necessary for the implementation and administration of the
provisions of this part, and a program subject to the provisions of this part shall not be permitted

to operate unless rules designed to ensure the protection of the health, safety, and welfare of the
patients treated through such program have been adopted.

(c) The department shall adopt rules establishing minimum standards for services provided by a
mental health overlay program or a mobile crisis response service.

(6) PERSONNEL.--

(a) The department shall, by rule, establish minimum standards of education and experience for

professional and technical personnel employed in mental health programs, including members of a
mobile crisis response service,

(b) The department shall design and distribute appropriate materials for the orientation and
training of persons actively engaged in implementing the provisions of this part relating to the
involuntary examination and placement of persons who are believed to have a mental iliness.

(7) PAYMENT FOR CARE OF PATIENTS.--Fees and fee collections for patients in state-owned, state-
operated, or state-supported treatment facilities shall be according to s. 402,33,

History.--s. 1, ch. 57-317; s. 1, ch. 59-222; s. 1, ch. 65-13; s. 3, ch. 65-22; s. 1, ch, 65-145; s. 1,
ch. 67-334; ss. 11, 19, 31, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 4, ch. 71-131; 5. 70, ch. 72-221; s. 2, ch, 72-396; 5. 2,
ch. 73-133; s. 25, ch. 73-334; s. 1, ch. 74-233; s. 200, ch, 77-147; 5. 19, ch. 78-95; s. 3, ch. 78-332,
s. 3, ch. 79-298; s. 6, ch. 82-212; s. 4, ch. 84-285; 5. 12, ch. 85-34; s. 11, ch. 87-238; s. 2, ch. 90-
225; s. 28, ch. 90-347; 5. 7, ch. 91-33; s. 22, ch. 91-57; s. 89, ch. 91-221; 5. 2, ch. 91-249; s, 11,
ch. 93-156; s. 19, ch. 94-134; 5. 19, ch. 94-135; s. 15, ch. 95-152; s. 37, ch. 95-228; s. 124, ch. 99-

418; s. 3, ch. 96-169; s. 8, ch, 96-268; s. 209, ch. 96-406; s. 123, ch. 96-410; 5. 97, ch. 99-8; 5. 13,
ch. 2001-278; s. 34, ch. 2002-207.

Note.--Former s. 965.01(3), 5. 402.10.
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